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Chapter 4: Instructional Services for  

Standard English Learners 

“Ensuring Access to Core Academic Content” 



Superintendent’s Message 

 …the Los Angeles Unified School District has the privilege and 

responsibility of ensuring that all multilingual students become 

proficient in English and master the academic content required 

of every student in California. …In LAUSD we value and 

promote 21st-century college and career ready knowledge and 

skills, as well as multilingual and multicultural proficiencies that 

bestow real advantages in today’s complex, interconnected 

world. We strive to achieve these academic and linguistic goals 

by implementing the highest quality, evidence-based programs 

and services for these students.     

-Dr. John Deasy 

 



Guiding Principles 

ELs and SELs possess a variety of 

linguistic and cultural abilities viewed as 

assets. 

Focused instruction builds on cultural 

and linguistic strengths and provides 

meaningful access to a standards-

based curriculum. 

All teachers of ELs and SELs are 

teachers of both language and 

content. 



 Chapter 4 Instructional Goals 

 The goal of the district is that every student, pre-
school through adult, receive quality, standards-
based instruction in all content areas to enable them 
to graduate college prepared and career ready. 

 The central goal is the acquisition of standard and 
academic English. 

 Properly identifying which students would benefit 
most directly from Mainstream English Language 
Development (MELD). 

 LAUSD’s goal for all SELs is additive, not subtractive: 
that is, learning standard and academic English 
without a focus on eliminating or minimizing the home 
language. 



 Who are Standard English Language Learners? 

 Standard English Learners (SELs) are those students for 
whom Standard English is not native, and whose home 
languages differ in structure and form from the language of 
school. These students are generally classified as EO or 
IFEP. In LAUSD, Standard English Learners include  

 students from the following groups: 

 

  African American 

  Mexican American 

  Hawaiian American 

  American Indian  



Identification of SELs 

 Identification of SELs does not take place in the same 

manner as the identification of ELs. The identification 

of SELs is done for the purposes of intervention and 

enrichment, not for purposes of program placement. 

 

 To identify a probable SEL, educators must engage in 

two types of screenings. 

 Linguistic Screening 

 Academic Screening 



Diagnostic Language Screener 



Linguistic & Academic Screening 

Teachers identify the 

use of home 

language features in 

student speech with 

the Diagnostic 

Screener 

Probable 

SEL 

Teachers identify academic areas 

of performance that are below 

proficient for each Probable SEL 



SEL Case Scenario 

 A fourth grade African American student 

scored proficient on the previous years 

English Language Arts portion of the CST. 

The teacher of this particular student has not 

identified any African American Language 

use in written or oral form. Would this student 

be considered a probable SEL? 



Culturally and Linguistically 

Responsive Education-CLR 

 Culturally and linguistically responsive teaching can be defined 

as, “using the cultural [and linguistic] knowledge, prior 

experiences, frames of reference, and performance styles of 

ethnically diverse students to make learning encounters more 

relevant and effective for them. It teaches to and through the 

strengths of these students” –Dr. Geneva Gay  

The unique history, culture, 

and language of each student 

must be validated and affirmed 

Language is an integral part of 

one’s identity and culture 

Teaching methodology must 

accommodate the culture and 

language of the student 

The dignity of a person is not 

guaranteed unless the dignity of 

her or his people is preserved 

Four Principles of Cultural Infusion 



Mainstream English Language 

Development (MELD) 

 MELD refers to instructional accommodations that 

support SELs with the development of listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing in standard and 

academic English. MELD instruction is based on second 

language acquisition methodology and linguistic 

research, which speaks loudly to  

 the most effective practices for the  

 academic achievement of SELs.  



New Criteria from CA Curriculum 

Commission  

 K-8 Reading/Language Arts/English Language 

Arts Criteria, adopted April 17, 2006 

 Requires additional support for students who 

use “African American Vernacular English” who 

may have difficulty with phonological awareness 

and Academic English structures of oral and 

written language, including spelling and 

grammar. –p.456. 



Elementary-CA Treasures ELA Suggested 

Activities for MELD Connections 



Contrastive Analysis 

 A major component of MELD instruction at AEMP 

Demonstration Site Schools is the use of contrastive 

analysis to facilitate code-switching/translation 

 Contrastive analysis facilitates the acquisition of 

standard and academic English by making students 

aware of the rule-based language differences 

between their primary language and the language of 

school   

  



Contrastive Analysis Examples 

Example: Multiple Negation 

    African American Home Language: They 

don’t let nobody run on the track at recess. 

 Standard English: They don’t let anybody 

run on the track during recess.  
 

    Mexican American Home Language: I 

didn’t have no birthday party or nothing. 

    Standard English: I didn’t have a birthday 

party. 

  
 



Access to Core Academic Content 

 Student mastery of academic content is a 

primary objective of educators charged with 

facilitating the mastery of standard and 

academic English. 

 The district promotes a set of 4-6 common 

research-based strategies to provide access 

to core content for second language learners.  

 



Access Strategies 

Instructional 
Conversations 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Development 

Advanced 
Graphic 

Organizers 

Communal and 
Cooperative 

Learning 



Constructing an Understanding 

of the Access Strategies 

 Frayer Model-An Interactive and Reflective 

Tool for Academic Vocabulary Development 

 

 Directions: Each group will be assigned 

an access strategy and will fill out a Frayer 

Model for that strategy. Each group will 

present their Frayer Model to the whole 

group.  

  

 



Accountability 

 
 In order to ensure accountability for 

implementing effective instructional services 

for SELs, the district will consider the results 

from the CST/CMA in English Language Arts 

and Mathematics and, where possible the 

results of common standards based 

assessments such as Local Periodic 

Assessments or Core K-12. 



Superintendent of Instruction 

 All human beings are language learners; whether we are 

learning a new language, new vocabulary related to a program 

of study or a job, or different registers of speech in varied social 

settings. We are all continually learning to use language. 

Therefore, all teachers are teachers of language. With 

California's adoption of the new Common Core State Standards, 

and their emphasis on academic language and literacy across 

the disciplines, educators can no longer say, “I am a third grade 

teacher”, or “I teach geometry”. We are all language teachers 

and our teachers in LAUSD hold the keys that unlock  

 the language of academic success, the language 

 of college and careers, and the language of  

 power for all our students 

     -Dr. Jaime Aquino  


